Arboricultural Association - Scottish Branch

Minutes of the Scottish Branch Committee meeting held at The Hawes Inn, Queensferry on 22nd February 2016

Present: Will Hinchliffe (WH), Jeremy Davies (JD), Robert Paterson (RP), Eric Hamilton (EH), Donald Rodger (DR), Ken Harvey (KH), Adam Riedi (AR), Mike Charkow (MC).

1. Apologies for absence: Fiona Melville (FM).

2. Minutes from the 2015 AGM: 

Copy circulated. KH to circulate by email to Committee members.

3. Officers' Reports:

3.1
Chair: DR did not have much to say, but thanked all present for staying on the Committee for another year. The AGM went well and was well attended, and the facilities were good. It was disappointing that the afternoon excursion didn't happen, but otherwise all was satisfactory. He asked if the AGMs should be held on a Saturday when they could be held on a Friday instead. This may encourage higher attendance. Also, should the speakers be on first, when they usually over-run their alloted time and the AGM is then rushed?. We could have the AGM first, and then have the speakers.
3.2
Secretary: KH had nothing much to report as yet. The mailing lists have been received from HQ and WH, and some time has been spent sorting these out, updating and correcting email addresses.

3.3
Treasurer: DR thanked RP for taking on the Treasurer role. EH and RP will organise the handover (Bank etc.) between themselves. EH reported that the Branch currently has £4,773.19 in the bank, with expenses for the AGM, presentation plaque and book still to be paid. 

4. Possible Events for 2016:

4.1
Climate change workshop/seminar with Dr Andy Moffat (suggested by FM): The pros and cons were discussed. WH noted TDAG (Trees and Design Action Group) events are very good but are free, so didn't see what we could do. The event was suggested by FM, but as she wasn't present, her views are unknown. WH thought someone from AA should get on board with TDAG in Scotland to get us a presence. DR agreed this was a good idea. DR suggested it might be possible to invite Dr Moffat and someone from TDAG to speak at next year's AGM. 

Action: WH to contact TDAG on behalf of AASB.

4.2
Seminar on wood decay fungi with Dr Helen Read and Professor Lynn Boddy (suggested by AR): AR said this ties in with new research on tree strategies/growth and fungi. Lynn Boddy is a good speaker and talks on fungi and CODIT etc.. Helen Read is good on veteran trees. AR has discussed the idea with them and both are keen to take part and will give their time for expenses only. AR felt that this would make a good event, and suggested that RBGE would be an ideal venue. All agreed this was worth looking into further. 

Action: AR to progress matters with the speakers and report back.

4.3
Courses being run by AR for the Ancient Tree Forum: AR said he has done training to run courses on Valuing and Managing Veteran Trees, and has run these for ATF. DR thought it was not the AA's role to run courses for the ATF, but said we would be very happy to assist with publicising them. AR mentioned that the Ancient Tree Forum have a channel on VIMEO, and encouraged everyone to check it out.

4.4
Course on bats (suggested by Iain Hannah): Following on from publication of

BS8596, all agreed this was a worthwhile subject. MC noted that licences are only required for actually handling bats, but not for surveying trees for them. MC said that Echoes Ecology in Falkirk are very good and had provided training for himself and his team.  It may be feasible to run a course through them with attendees receiving a Certificate of Attendance if not an actual Certificate of Competence. 

Action: MC to talk to Echoes Ecology about getting them to run a course for AASB. 

4.5
New topic: WH said AASB should look to give climbing arborists an event this year or next year. Various ideas were discussed. DR asked JD, MC, AR and WH to form a sub-committee to work up some ideas which can be circulated around the membership for comment.

Action: JD, MC, AR and WH to form a sub-committee to consider possible events.
4.6
Spring and Autumn excursions: 

Spring - various options were discussed. MC suggested a visit with Barony College or another event in Dumfriesshire. All agreed this could be interesting. 

Action: MC to investigate and report back.

Autumn - WH suggested an Arbor Day at Arisaig (on the road to Mallaig). There are bothys on the Estate owned by the Trustees which could be booked. 

Action: WH to investigate further and report back.

DR asked the events volunteers to progress these leads asap and report back in 3 - 4 weeks.

5
Branches meeting at HQ: DR said that every couple of years HQ invite branch representatives to go down to attend a "Branching Out" meeting to discuss various matters of relevance. DR and EH are to go down on Sunday 28th February to represent Scottish Branch. DR asked if there was anything the committee wanted raised. WH suggested that the branches should not have to "wash their faces" with events, and that HQ should give support to events which may not make much money - there should be less emphasis on financial viability.

6
ARBMagazine articles:

MC said there were none at present, but there was plenty of time. It was suggested that FM could write one on STHAG. WH suggested it would be good to have Clifton Bain put one of his walks in the In Scotland section of each edition to encourage more readers to explore the places Clifton covers in his books. 

7. 
Any other competent business.



Nothing to discuss.

8
Date and venue of nect meeting:


Hawes Inn on Monday 11th April.

