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Treework	Environmental	PracCce	(UK)	and	De	Rebus	Plantarum	
(IT)	organized		

a	training	workshop		
in	an	Italian	outbreak		

to	allow	a	small	group	of	BriCsh	decision-makers	to	get	in	touch	
with	biology	and	epidemiology,	symptoms,	diagnosis,	control	and	

good	prac6ces	management	…	

C.	platani	is	moving	northward	from	France	and	could	cross	the	Channel.	



…	and	something	more.	



Today	available	Cme	is	not	enough	to	talk	in	detail	of	Canker	stain	
Feel	free	to	download	the	workshop	slide	set	from	www.luciomontecchio.it		

A	50	pages	step-by-step	booklet	(ISBN	
978-88-902948-9-1)	was	wriYen	for	the	

workshop	and	will	be	edited	by	the	London	
Tree	Officers	Associa6on	(www.ltoa.org.uk)	

soon.	
For	further	info	contact		John	Parker	
(john.parker@Cl.gov.uk)	or	Neville.	

	



Ceratocys*s	platani	is	a	“wound	parasite”.		
To	infect	a	Plane	it	needs	a	wound	of	some	kind		

or	
a	root	gra\	between	neighboring	trees.		

Biology	and	symptoms	



Then	fungus	colonizes	all	internal	Cssues	including	cambium		
(no	wound	closure,	consequent	infecCons	by	wood	decayers)	

and		
moves	through	vessels,	inside	which	it	releases	conidia.	

	
	











Detachment of bark in irregularly shaped plaques 
 

Some9mes small blisters 
 

Subcor9cal cankers with sharp and definite edges oriented according to fibers



Internal necroses oriented to the paranchyma9c rays


Ceratocys+s likes starch

Consequent Decay and Insects holes can be present



Main misleading symptoms

Twig cankers by Apiognomonia veneta Wood decay Tumors

Physiological cracksInjec9on of desiccants 



Samples collec9on

Necro9c edges must be present

Sterle tools.
Easier with a Pressler auger 

The «wet chamber» can be a food bag



Incuba9on

7-10 days un9l a «bluish» mycelium appears



Looking for peculiar features

Canker	stain	of	Plane	is	caused	by	the	
fungus	Ceratocys*s	platani		
(=	Ceratocys*s	fimbriata	f.	sp.	platani).		
	
Fruit	body:	ca.	1	mm	long	“perithecium”.	
	
C.	platani	is	the	only	Ceratocys*s	species	
causing	Canker	stain	in	the	genus	
Platanus.	
	
And	on	Platanus	the	only	one	with	a		
“fimbriatum”	(fringe-like)	neck.		
	



Conidia	are	released	
from	the	hyphae	in		
3	types:	
1)	sub-cylindrical,	
truncated;		
2)	barrel-shaped;		
3)	thick-walled,	
pyriform.		





All these pictures were taken by delegates with a smartphone !



All these pictures were taken by delegates with a smartphone !



THERE	IS	NO	CURE	for	this	HUMAN-ASSISTED	disease.		
Expensive	Control	measures	are	not	enough	to	avoid	sawdust	spread	



Preven9on: the only way to sleep 
easy

Movement	 of	 plants	 for	 plan6ng	 and	 non-squared	 wood	
from	 Countries	 must	 be	 made	 according	 to	 Quaran6ne	
legisla6ons	(EU	Dir.	2000/29/EC;	naConal,	local,	….).	

	
	

DO	NOT			DO	NOT			DO	NOT	
1.   Import	nursery	stocks	from	infected	areas.	
2.  Enroll	contractors	previously	involved	in	infected	areas	

if	you’re	not	101%	sure	their	chainsaws	are	safe	!		
										Chain	subsCtuCon	is	never	enough;	clutch	cover	is	a	usual	reservoir	of	sawdust.		




