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What is urban canopy cover?

A land cover classification

The layer of leaves, branches, and stems
of trees that cover the ground when
viewed from above -

(e.g. Grove et al., 2006; Pasher et al., 2014; USDA, 2008,
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Overview

« Historic urban canopy cover assessments
* Previous studies
« Approach

« Historic urban canopy cover change in
Great Britain: 10 case studies

What Next?
Concluding Remarks
Questions
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What are historic urban canopy
assessments and why are they important?

The use of historical information to examine changes in
canopy cover in urban areas over time

Leads to the facilitation of
improved management
plans for urban forests in
the future, in order to

Identify the effectiveness
of past management
(Merry et al., 2014)

Contribute to the
understanding of long
term dynamics of urban
vegetation, and can inform

sustain ecosystem services future management
for future generations (Diaz Porras, Gaston and
= Evans, 2014; Merry et al.,
""" 2014).
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Urban Area

Maidstone

Edinburgh

Cardiff

Swansea

Birmingham

Milton Keynes

Oxford

Newcastle

Darlington

Chester

Average

Number of Points

500
805
925
500
500
500
500
521
488
493
573
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1940-2018
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Status of Wards
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Average ward canopy
cover (%)

Value will show the average ward
canopy cover of the wards visible in
the map view.
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Concluding remarks

* 1940s-2018:

— 4 urban areas statistically significant

InCcrease
— 1 statistically significant decline
« 1999-2018:
— 5 urban areas increase
— 2 decline
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Questions?

annabel.buckland@forestresearch.gov.uk

Canopy Cover Webmap:
canopycover@forestresearch.gov.uk
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