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The Woodland Trust 
For a UK landscape rich in native 

woods and trees, for the benefit of 
people and wildlife
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Driven by principles. Informed by evidence

• Prioritise native woods and trees

• Take account of whole ecosystems, 
landscapes and catchments

• Consider the geographical and historical 
context to inform the future

• Actively create and manage woods and 
trees

• Secure the many values of woods and trees 
for the long-term

• Put people at the heart of conservation
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“Overall, an estimated 1.4 billion kg of air pollutants were 
removed by woodlands, plants, grasslands and other UK 
vegetation in 2015, according to a study produced for the UK 
Natural Capital accounts by the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology.”

“This pollution removal saved the UK around £1 billion in avoided 
health damage costs3. It is estimated there were 7,100 fewer lung and 
heart-related hospital admissions, 27,000 fewer life years lost and 1,900 
fewer premature deaths in 2015 as result of nature providing this 
service.”

“Trees in particular provide a wide range of services 
and account for most of the volume of air pollutants 
absorbed by natural vegetation in the UK but can have 
adverse effects also.”

“To put this in context, over five times as much 
PM2.5 was emitted in the UK in 2015, than was 
removed by vegetation in 2015.”
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Example text page 

Headline 
• Smaller body copy – reduce the size of the line to 

accommodate copy
• Smaller body copy – reduce the size of the line to 

accommodate copy
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NFI = 254.03ha 



NTM = 361.31ha 
NFI = 254.03ha 



Cambridgeshire
Tree canopy

9377 ha within the
National Forest Inventory



Cambridgeshire
Tree canopy

9377 ha within the
National Forest Inventory

10872 ha of additional 
canopy outside the 
National Forest Inventory

54% of Cambridgeshire’s
canopy is outside woodland









Tree planting activity

Ancient trees
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Area under the graph is the number of TOWs (x)

Equation of this line describes the survival/attrition rate

Here be dragons
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Photo of roadside ash

Not a small 
tree – a large 

one a long way 
away

But there is a 
gap here where 
there used to 

be a tree

All.

The.

Same.

Age.
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Ash dieback
• Fungal agent arrived ca. 2000
• European ash highly susceptible
• Affects all trees, young fastest
• No known “true” resistance
• Likely impact on UK massive



34

You do not need a licence for:
“Felling necessary for the prevention of danger or the prevention or 
abatement of a nuisance (eg. which may involve threat of danger to a 
third party).”
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Thank you 
for listening 

nickatkinson@woodlandtrust.org.uk
03437705696

mailto:nickatkinson@woodlandtrust.org.uk

