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‘The gardens and parks of the 
National Trust safeguard the 
world’s largest collection of 
cultivated plants.’

Roy Lancaster 2005



Stats…

• 200+ gardens and parks

• Over 500,000 recorded plants

• 30,000 taxa (species, sub-species, 
hybrids, cultivars etc, etc)

• 22 National Plant Collections



Where are these plants?
• Gardens

• Parks

• Arboretums

• Ornamental and historical landscapes

• Forest ‘Gardens’

The variety of places is reflected by the 
variety of plants…



Sitka spruce at 
Aira Force



Small indoor collections

Mammillaria bombycina at Dyffryn



…to great veterans 

Ancient sweet chestnut 
at Ashridge



Nymans

Weinmannia trichospermaEucryphia



Hanbury Hall



Parkland cedar 
at Croome Park



Tolpuddle sycamore



Wilson’s maple 
at Dyffryn



Endangered plants

Rhododendron magnificum



Arboretums and forest gardens



Wimpole’s 
South Avenue 
(elm P.1720) 
in 1949



Some Challenges

• Scale - number of properties and area covered

• Devolved management

• Climatic range 

• Wide range of plants and potential diseases.

• Need for public access 

• Large number of visitors

• Wide range of activities

• Tenants



Ukuleles and apple trees



Imported plants for retail



Some plant health issues:

• Shortcomings in both facilities and 
practice especially for incoming plants

• Lack of coordination and strategic 
approach to plant health 

• Plant retail and events 

• Peat-free policy confuses the issues



Objectives:
To develop a standard for plant health to:

• Reduce impact of pests and disease at our properties

• Effectively manage plant health problems and meet 

our statutory duty 

• Provide a framework for guidance on biosecurity and 

plant health

• Help to coordinate biosecurity across different areas of 

activity

• Measure achievement of good practice

• Recognise good practice 

• Monitoring our progress at a national scale



Finding a Balance

Developing a Plant Health Standard is all 
about finding a balance between maintaining 
the human benefits of access to plants and 
the places they live while managing the risk 
from pests and disease.

.



Ambient vs new and catastrophic 
pests and diseases 

Gardens and parks are home to an enormous variety of pests 
and diseases, many of which are just part of the landscape.



On-going integrated pest 
management

• Physical controls
• Biosecurity and hygiene measures 
• Biological controls: Protection and 

enhancement of important beneficial 
organisms

• Horticultural practices: appropriate pruning, 
mulching, watering, feeding etc.

• Planting of resistant/tolerant species or 
cultivars, crop rotation and diversity



Horse chestnut leaf miner (Cameraria ohridella) 



Ramorum disease at 
Quarry Bank Mill



Box blight Cylindrocladium buxicola
at Ickworth



Box substitute at Greys 
Court



Golden root mealybug
Chryseococcus arecae



New threats



Control measures

• Exclusion

• Containment

• Hygiene

• Detection

• Eradication



Spotting the pathways for entry

 

People 
•Staff 
•Visitors 
•Contractors 
•Events 

Natural 
•Wind and rain 
•Rivers, streams and ditches 

•Animal and insect vectors 

Materials and equipment 
•Horticultural materials, 
e.g. composts, mulches. 

•Arboricultural equipment 

Plant material 
•Introductions from abroad 
•Plant exchanges 
•Plant sales 
•Diagnostic specimens 
•Events 







Setting a Standard



Plant Health Instruction



Plant Health Guidance



Plant Health Guide

http://intranet/intranet/conservation_environment/i-gar-
feature/i-gar-plant_health/gar-plant_health_standards.htm





7 sections…



Plant quarantine site at 
Montacute





Rowallane



Hygiene and disinfection 





Plant waste handling and 
compost







Property risk assessment

Apple Day at killerton



Knowledge & Training



Keeping things clean at Peckover



Lessons…

• Get high level endorsement

• There is always something more urgent to do so 

there needs to a ‘stick’

• Don’t just focus on horticulture/arboriculture. Other 

activities may be just as risky.

• You can’t do everything but make a start 

• Recognise achievements and results

• There is a cost but it’s just as much about behaviour 

as facilities


