Introduction to

Observatree

monitoring tree health

Ana Perez-Sierra - Forest Research

The Arboricultural Association’s 50th Annual Amenity Arboriculture Conference
Keele University, 4-7 September 2016

Obse rvatree Funded by the EU’s LIFE programme - t’,'“ :{(era’,,// d 2 WO‘S;ZND ‘ﬁ. ‘%
Forest Research — ==2ZZ%  Forestry Commission  juz™ ThusT

o
monitoring tree health g %

Agency Food & Rural Affars W'




Aim: To create a tree health early warning system
using citizen science
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Why citizen science?

* Early detection requires increased surveillance

* Checking more of the UK’s trees, forests and
woodlands

* Professional Tree Health
Inspectors can’t be everywhere

* Harnessing knowledge
of people in regular contact with

trees
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What do the specialist
bservatree volunteers do?
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Capturing any P&D symptoms

Observatree Volunteer Site Survey Form

Priority P&D —
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Surveys
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Tree Alert: An online reporting tool

m Forestry Commission

Forestry Commission

TreeAlert

Observatree — an early warning
system for free health

This site has been set up fo gather information about the hedlth of the nation’s trees, woodlands and forests. This Resources For Report
information will support important tree health monitoring and surveillance work, cortribute fo ongoing scientific research in Submission
this field and, ultimately, support efforts fo protect the nation’s trees.

UK Grid Reference Finder

For an overview of what information will be required, get info here (opens a new tab)
What You Need To Make A Report

This site uses cookies. We have already set cookies which are essential for the operation of this site.
Useful information

Forestry Commission - free

Submit a general report of a Submit @ report of a specific
identification guide

problem offecting the hedlth free pest or disease that you
of a treels), including Oak have seen Forest Research - research inio
Processionary Mcth and free pests and diseases

Orientol Chestnut Gall wasp. Forestry Commission - fop free

pests and diseases
Chalara map

UK Plant Hedlth Risk Register
If you own or manage frees

you can request a diagnosis Plant Hedlth (Forestry) Order 2005

of a pest or disease (pdf download]
problem. This may be @
chargeable service.
Login Form
2
You are here: Home B 'j,r,r,,,

[~ Remember Me

Create an account ¥
Forgot your username?
Forgot your password?
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TA reports checked daily by FR Tree Health Diagnosis
Advisory Team

If the TA report needs additional info you may be
passed to an Observatree volunteer

Observatree volunteers may be asked to visit site or
take samples following a TA report

Volunteers may be asked to undertake additional,
targeted tasks / surveys
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Targeted survey work:

Oriental Chestnut Gall Wasp survey — 2015
(found the 2" UK outbreak site!)

Surveys in woodlands sounding OCGW
outbreak

Surveying for Chalara in Scotland

Surveying for Sirococcus tsugae
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Significant investment in training

We use a variety of training
methods because:
Different individuals learn in different
ways

Wide range of skills, ability and
knowledge

Different time constraints
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Face to face training - including practical
activities e.g. tree ID, surveying, GPS and
sampling

Training films — convenient for volunteers
Webinars — responsive to outbreaks

On-line forum- access to tree health
professionals

Access to information - on-line portal
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Training and supporting resources

* Face to face training includes:

— Biosecurity
— Survey techniques and planning

— Health and Safety
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Taking bark sample
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Additional resources available online
http://www.observatree.org.uk/resources/

and others are being developed:
Field ID guides for all Observatree’s priority species

Downloadable posters
Online videos on pest and disease id and look-a-likes

Webinar recordings
E-learning
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ObSGFVOtree Signs and symptoms calendar for Observatree priority pests and diseases * * Visibllity /
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* Advantages Trust

Partnership working

— Benefit of shared expertise
— New collaborations

— Different perspectives f;*

Forestry Commission

— Mutual learning

— Shared belief in the project and a f /
€ ra///,/
S
common goal 22222
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Reporting systems fit for use

Partnership working
Different organisations, structures and changes
Differing processes and priorities

Maintaining volunteer enthusiasm
Ensuring good quality data
Encouraging tree professionals to report P&D

tree Funded by the EU’s LIFE programme L//[{L
e Forest Research

Mmonitor iNng tree health




Do you have a similar project we could learn
about?

If not, would a Citizen Science based Early
Warning System project be of interest?

We can work with you and give you access to
the Partner’s expertise

Contact - Peter Crow, Observatree Project Manager
Peter.crow@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
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Thank you

Observatree

monitoring tree health

http://www.observatree.org.uk/
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