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Basic Facts

• We are talking about Independent Assessment: 

Not trainingNot training
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History

• City & Guilds NPTC is the largest nationally recognised 

awarding body within the land-based sector 

• City & Guilds NPTC began delivering Utility • City & Guilds NPTC began delivering Utility 

Arboriculture Awards in 1999

- Initially driven by contractors

- a few Network Operators 

- development of G55/1
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History
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Circa 1986



Drivers for Change

The reasons for changes:-

• Industry

•Job profiles and roles

•G55/2

•ETR 132 

•ETR 136 

•Wildlife and Environmental

•Consultation and feed back
• UA1 too complex
• UA 5 too complex; out of step with industry; assessment 
process /exam paper ; no  scope for entry levels 
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Development
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Development

An Overview of City & Guilds NPTC Utility Arboricul ture Award: Revised to Reflect G55/2: Speaker: Jez L awton



The Awards (Overview)

• A suite of 5 Awards
- Unit 1 Basic Electrical Knowledge

- Unit 2 Prune & Fell Trees (Ground / Aerial)

- Unit 3 Receive Safety Documentation

- Unit 4 Application and Removal of Earths

and Lv Bonds

- Unit 5 Utility Arboriculture Surveyor

• Life span of 3 years

• Freely downloadable from 

City Guilds NPTC Website



The Awards (Overview)

• Unit 1: Basic Electrical Knowledge

- Part 1: Site Work Safety

- Part 2: System components, Tree Categories and  

Zones

- No pre-requisites required
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Key Points:

Unit 1: Basic Electrical Knowledge

Key Points:

•Site safety

•Supervision

•Risk 
Assessment

•Movement of 
arisings



Unit 1: Basic Electrical Knowledge

Key Points:

•Safe Use and 
movement of 
equipment



Unit 1: Basic Electrical Knowledge

Key Points:

•Emergency 
action

•Contingency 
plans



Unit 1: Basic Electrical Knowledge

Key Points:

•Recognise risks 
from equipment

Key Points:

•Electrical 
component 
recognition



LIVE ZONE

VICINITY ZONE

PROXIMITY ZONE

1 &2

Unit 1: Basic Electrical Knowledge

Key Points:

•‘Safety Zones’ 
and distances



Unit 1: Basic Electrical Knowledge

Key Points:

•G55/ 2 
Catagories



The Awards (Overview)

• Unit 2: Prune and Fell Trees (Ground/Aerial)

- 2.1: Tree Species Recognition, Growth 

Characteristics and Associated Hazards
– Pre-requisites required UA1

- 2.2: Prune and Fell Trees (Ground)
– Pre-requisites required UA1, 2.1, CS 30 & 31

- 2.3: Prune Trees (Aerial)
– Pre-requisites required UA1, 2.1,2.2,CS 30 & 31, 38,39,40
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Key Points:

Unit 2: (2.1) Tree Species Recognition, Growth Char acteristics and Associated Hazards

Key Points:

• Tree 
identification and 
associated 
knowledge

•Growth rates

•Timber 
characteristics



Unit 2: (2.1) Tree Species Recognition, Growth Char acteristics and Associated Hazards



Unit 2: (2.1) Tree Species Recognition, Growth Char acteristics and Associated Hazards



Unit 2: (2.1) Tree Species Recognition, Growth Char acteristics and Associated Hazards



Unit 2: (2.1) Tree Species Recognition, Growth Char acteristics and Associated Hazards



Unit 2: (2.2) Prune and Fell Trees (Ground)

Key Points:

•G55/2 tree 
categories and 
associated methods

•Use of approved 
insulated rods



Key Points:

•Controlled fell

•Installation of 
control/anchor line

Key Points:

•Use of no return 
system

Unit 2: (2.2) Prune and Fell Trees (Ground)

Key Points:

•Maintain 2 x tree 
lengths



Unit 2: (2.2) Prune and Fell Trees (Ground)



Unit 2: (2.3) Prune Trees (Aerial)



Unit 2: (2.3) Prune Trees (Aerial)

Key Points:

•Awareness of VZ 
and Live Zone at 
all times



The Awards (Overview)

• Unit 3: Receive Safety Documentation 

- Pre-requisites required UA1

• Unit 4: Application and Removal of Earths and LV  • Unit 4: Application and Removal of Earths and LV  

Bonds

- Pre-requisites required UA1, MEWP certificate if applying 

from platform
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Unit 3: Receive Safety Documentation



Unit 4: Application and Removal of Earths and Low V oltage Bonds



The Awards (Overview)

• Unit 5: Utility Arboriculture Surveyor

- 5.1- Practices (Site Survey)

- 5.2-Principals of Site Surveys

– Pre-requisites required UA1, 2.1
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Unit 5: (5.1) Practices (Site Survey)



Key Points:

•Carry out line survey / 
patrol

•Risk assessment

•Work Instruction

•Sketch plan

•Identify and adequately 
control any hazards

•Live / Dead Working EWRs 

Unit 5: (5.1) Practices (Site Survey)

•Live / Dead Working EWRs 
Reg 14

•Resources

•Job time

•Tree to conductor 
clearances

•All to a measurable and 
auditable standard



Unit 5: (5.2) Principles of Site Surveys



Key Points:

Unit 5: (5.2) Principles of Site Surveys

Key Points:

•No longer a 
written exam

•Based upon 
ETR  136

•3 part question 
and answer



Legislation and good practice guidance

Unit 5: (5.2) Principles of Site Surveys



Survey and permission

Unit 5: (5.2) Principles of Site Surveys



Wildlife and environment

Unit 5: (5.2) Principles of Site Surveys



END OF PRESENTATION
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